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ll,a.DESCRIPTION

{Check One})}
[ Excellent X Good l:] Fair [ Deterioroted [ Ruins [} Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
(3 Altered 3¢ Unaltered (] Moved, Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE '

_have been finished. The wainscot following the open stairway

. have been replaced and are evident as new work.

This house demonstrates much about the way the
transitional Georgian style was treated in the countryside of
The western Delaware Valley. The four-bay facade faces south,
high on a commanding site. The reconstructed pediment gable
has white coves accenting diagonals and a horizontal. More
horizontals are seen in the pent eaves, the limited placement
of large windows, and in the eastern gable which is coved
only on the horizontal. Details common for the early date
include Flemish bond brickwork, segmental arches above the
windows, and a transomed door with fielded panels.

The floor plan is divided into four three~-story brick
boxes in the four corners. On the first floor, a wide hall
at ground level extends from front to back. It has been
paved with brick,

In the interior, the closed stairway with baroque
balusters, and the panelled overmantels and doors, demonstratd
a sort of Quaker "trimness".' Plain lines, and the lack of
cornices and of an arch dividing entrance hall from stairway,
stress volume rather than detail. One outstanding feature of
this early home is the open-well stairway which rises from
the first floor to the attic. Each of the four corner rooms
in the two floors has a hollow-cheeked corner fireplace. In
one bedroom, the mantel piece and chairrail seem never to

is missing; elsewhere, missing panels or pieces of wood trim

In the cellar, the presence of a window with iron
bars, inside a partition, may indicate a detention quarter,
used by the early magistrate when he had to keep people in
custody before traveling to far-off Chester to court.

The house underwent Changes as new tastes dictated
"modern" ideas. An 1845 view shows the house with the then-
popular porch and an ell on the east side. In the January,
1948 "Antiques" a picture shows gable windows in the form of
a ve%tically divided semicircle, probably added in the early
19th century.

Plans for restoration are for the house to appear as
it stood in 1800. The 1798 county tax record lists Joseph
Pennock as owning 250 acres, a brick two story house, a kitche
a malt house, a brick and stone barn, and a stone springhouse
and shop." The springhouse-shop still exists. To the south of]
the mansion is a reconstructed log building which houses a
small library. A brick kitchen addition to the northwest end
of the house has been planned by architects.
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O Communications O Military ] Theater
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Primitive Hall is important in architecture, in the
environment, and in colonial history. As a brick home in
the countryside in 1740, it is one of the most ambitious
early.eighteenth;century houses in Chester County,

The house is also significant as the homestead of a
historically prominent family. The builder, Joseph Pennock,
owned 1250 acres in Chester County when he began the mansion
in 1738. A farmer, maltster, county Jjustice, and member of
the Provincial Assembly, Pennock's prominence is attested
to by a letter from John Morton, He was the progenitor of
other generations of prominence. His daughter, Sarah married
Humphrey Marshall, the botanist. Isaac Pennock, a grandson,
founded what is today the Lukens Steel Corporation. Isaac's
daughter, Rebecca Pennock Lukens, became one of the first
women industrialists when she ran the family iron works as
a widow,

Primitive Hall never left the founding family until
Mr. Stewart Huston deeded the house and fifty acres to the
Primitive Hall Foundation in 1960. The original 1250 acres
had been cut to 122 by that time.

In a park of 50 acres, set aside under the aegis of the
Foundation, the complex stresses the environmental aspects of
the multi-purpose trust.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

. tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
B89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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forth by the National Park Service, - The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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